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Brerios 1L—="W anoN-Roans,

Of the Lower Bam Juan the seat of the luegest bathan fa the Animas Park, -
trining tlousanils of acns of tfillntde lned s sl 1 m"ﬂ;l-,f h-rlpﬂ';m, e
however, anld beyond the geawl enfion of the rver les the largest popalaisd ngiom of
the eptive conniry and the sent of its greateat mineral wealth,

Bilverton, npen the Aulnas, and oblier fowns pisl conil ia minkng camp, way be
reached from the railromd anel Del Xorto digectly by fillowing up the valiey of the
Iio Grambe gl eoesing e ll-l:llni-lllil-l'ﬂ.llﬁﬂ tlint Morns dhe divide betwesn the walets
of that sml the Animas; more indireet]c, by peacldug tlse lower conntry aod the Lo
s, angl thence passing ap the cofion of The river.

As the lawer rﬁ:-l:lm- in tha lemsst favored with reapect to onfer commanication, i
may be well fo t coowider it.  Hemmed in opas the nerih sml enst, which, with
ontlying spurs that eontain many peaks of great altitmd and few practieable s wi-
ursl pusses, the sammits of the mountein.chain e spproximstely in the ase of x cirtke
with Fagosa Springs wwearly ot the center. It s, moteover, sonth of the pesiibn of
Garlanwd Ciey Tt 11 miles, being nbont 1060 miles west thepeof,  From (s pailsoad fr-
mluons all raads 10 the lewer cimntry at present have & common podnt, vie, Dhe coeslag
of the Chama nt the ploey of Los (hos, one of the villages of the Tierrs Amanillos
tiown, whener the main-fraveled line, Known as the 4 Upper mosl,” prasses to the Sajnss,
via Pagoeas Springs.  While the distance o the Antmas ia grenter by this thas by the
route called the @ Middle road,™ which, passing by 0D Lagnna e Jos Callulles, Fedns
de Leguraboa, pmd the Unfion Cnrgon, tothe San Jea below the masith of the Xara,
and ervssing the Tie Fielra sl Bio de los Pinos, nuites with the agyper rond ok te
Kio Flarida ; it is prefembbe fo fle Iatter, on aceonnt of mare e water And e
fiaen raing along the poule, thmber being every whem abundsnt.  Tener, frem s s
ural P‘uillllﬂ arl Ul redlabive padnts of upi:]r. Fagusa becomes & striteghe peinl. id
thie lime which will easiest and qaickest ennble travel o reacl 1§ will, and in facd st
heeeoame 8l peoguilar msl freeuititel roite,

The Rio Gmuade Hiver, which emerges from the moomtaine gt Thel Norte, talhg s
st heasierly ename ih I il Ban Laks Valley, i, daring most of the vesr, a=ly
passed, being fonlable with bat little diffienity st & nomber of peints fmm D ke
sonth, Like all streams, however, that apring from lofty soommits jo the maln pege

mrl are Bmd by Daanbos of ctemal ssoo, it is anhjeet to P s iy f0s lubnllﬂ_E
ihe spriog montlis of the vear, The suall brooks bevoms moaring rivems, and =2
difficnliy are ervesand, @ leere sarbir nial luter the may be o wabier of nedifi-

emaliy, Af sach tiuses the Rin firmle s o forsuidalsde barrier, and cam be el

by bridge or ferry. A fow miles below Diel Narte s bridige over the river seeanes rs
all kinds frien any istermption ab all seasons, while thiat Telow, boined soaliosi,

finds pasage during bigh stages of water in one of two ferres Uist are hoestel oo the

lizwes of travel
The lower country.
GARLANT T CONEME,
From Garlnmd City fn of andd the sonthwest two poutes are E-ﬂ. The
first, in & genaral soathwesterly course marth sl not G from (e Ko Trischers,

epoess e Hio Gramle just above s montly, st o distanes of 19§ miles fro Fort Gar-
el mnil 26 widles Srown GGardamd City.  Theneno I continwes ﬂnﬂlﬂlniﬁ rkhe
wosterly along the north bank of the Bio Concjos, & tributary of the B Grasbe, stk
ita umih a m}';:ﬂ‘rl'w U Trinchers, renclbig the plazs of Conejon ot a distunc o
the railvoad of 524 miles,

Part of the way on tlis route anotber mad may be taken by crossiag the Triachm
a few miles selow Fort Garland and costivning seuth of, ane near i, about s o S
tant as the frmer above. It feachos the Rio Grapds at the naouth of the Cois,
wilenee, paesbng dwe west, it comes Lata The otlwe el ot o distanoe of 4 mils. Wi
no appreciable distakoe 8 smvel by this routs, its ouly ndvastage ondinarily eisg
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prhaps, & prefemakle ford 1o the ens nt Breward's, §i, like other pominis, pressnis no
rrossdig=pdnce aver the Hio Gramils doring hl;h-m':.t-rr mepsnas Al henes will not bw
eetakdereil

The wvrond] prnte froam Gearlamd City pases p litgle west of swih fa the Bio Culeliea,
ereasiiig it of Meoxiean plagn of Lower Cubelaa g thimes sogliwest to il e Gransle,
where |= ihe ferry formerly kept b Mr, Freil, Mever, now b ilw hamds of Bofior
Vablez, 290 miles from CGatland City, X3 fram the fort; theties the mad posses die
weet b Coswcjom, 19 anibes distant, sl 574 from o reilmad, Motk remds e whslly in
Ban Luks Valley nned pre netural omnes, 38 ensy o imveihg wivl as hanl s the ond ;
proere, smive inm fewr plnced where they ase hoavy from alilting sntels, @ belt -l'-]ai.ti
citrmils over the valley.

In Jane, whibe in that section, & whirlwind wombd bere or thers keep in sight abmost
eowlantly & elond of snnd, amid ns they oecosiomnlly Eessol, they sliot out complogely
exith mewl sky, filling =xr=onad -..-m.u.{l.n.' along hats al ot ler movables if peaesibio—
h'H.rll.; o llrii-I't.iuihrr, begiviugg ma o sspveir & fine strotem of sand.  The heigho powhick
Rl anow ings, ilyline :ﬂ'lh.n reew, Eoctibgly patlering streagih e they whiirhsl slong,
wiks very great.  The ather voriatlan to the wmal mosotony amil far mﬂlm'rllalll—
were the e uimeienes ol il wihhiackh “MMMM'}' whitle trnvelapgs vver
fhewe loveld surfeces,  Trees lining the banks of stresins far away wenld be uplified
from leneath thie harizon, mwl before 5e by spread ent o lovely sea or hoge Tnkes w haosn
distang shors were heane] fn by Juxarious vegetution, euly o fisle away ms we ajp-
P*ﬂ::...ﬂ. mever-resling will-o'-ibe-wisp; in whien plam wem awd bamiang
wipls of {lo
~ Sewarls Ferrg,—The approsch fo 1he Hio Frambe on thé uper of Tirinckern rosi
B ever mw greund. Doring the high-water srson the river morliea lack for some
distnmee wpson either shle, and wiih dlnronl full and riss the groesl, wi ailier -
& hanl and drey, i changed to 8 marh, sl sasy secess to frons the Hver-ferry
b for Toran § Gesins ofteon guite probhids eal.

In sur crossing the ferry in Juue last, one of the w of the train, b the detonr
®hich ix selected e the bost & b i thee esstern bank, mired twhos im the oggy
Eresined, pnd cawsed  delay of twe hours; upon ihe opjseite shoe ansther ooy smil
balins delay pesnltedd, the mad being two foet mmder waler, mcositating anlogiding
by hasul in wnder nlave il losses .'E'irrn- is & bend in ile eourse of the river jus)
abve e fervy, nonl ua the gronndd here rises bad slowly fosn the sbream ouiw it
is &t the hest n fanlty bocation for soch & El.tml

Thae river was (hen alwait 1340 feel In whdih, with a very nrkl omrent. Tl firrry-
bsait, ruther & small a@air, aboni #) fect in lengih, barely hebl an sy wagon sl the
Wheel spam of the team ; b Himay rail was along each side, protection chaclly in ng-
Paranee, exch male requiving helding during lhﬂﬁnnnm-. u taklng over th=cavalry
Facert, the lorses were ledd on the boot, heads altemmating np and down stream, to
fyualion the load, which was lasited to eight, A crossiog with bomes was nemilbo
hﬂlﬁl inimnter, and fomr six-mals wagons, ielnding 1 eanE, wers tsl oy er
safely i oanee anal & quarier bours. A small pier or rlrlrlkiup;ﬂf‘ sogne kil was lack-
fimg, 'lrlll.’li.uF af seeviee by tha nature of gaugway e n;:.E:hnulﬂi. Thes rmbes eharesd
Wee, far smghs horseneen, 5 cemiry Fight wagons, 21355 twedomse wngens, 81540
Wil fonp-luwsn wapoms, 81,75, The ferriage was, however, reducsd in P e e Of
Yo sian of the party to 25 conts mal, rilig amd tewm, with no charge fisr
Tapma,  The meown ditect ad befior rosd, na before stated, is 'n-‘p the cours of the

w River, alove sl sKirting the ailge of the paln, slways high aold dry ; it s,

T, nr burren of grazieg, in eel of which the comumaul ok a left-hamd
road i & distanee of slaont 12 miles from the ferry | this passis over what s Kaow g
B the Islapal, & long peing of lawd fecliled between thoe san Anteule and Cosejos
Eivers, grmss 'lrllilfl during high water, Bows a net-work of siall streams, render-
Bz it the lewt watered and most fertile lind in this secbion 3 1 bs, without deubdt, e
IEI_HHT of the entire valleys of the two rivems, mul would s Bemlly = flowin
with imilk nued lsomey,” wero it iy the hand of enstern fisrmem isteml of 1l of 3
G descenit, whnse ambition B generally sofisfied with cigamet i il o *° baile,*

The wna ervesial at the ploza of Los Cerrites, = the Hills,™ taking the name
from soume bigh hills that are grouped pear by, whenoo Use road soou passsl fte that
fmm Chares’s Forrr to Cope

The pasange ﬂ':'ﬁ- Cotcjom was made withont loas, thongh net withoot difilealy:
Ue tream high sl rapal, with slont s six-mile eorrent, was s the bids of tse rivers,
Wil i of € he temm-rmnles falling in the river ol beeaning entangled in e han
Was with difleulty suved from drowslng, From ilie appeamoes of the l-u.l:...m
Belerk ., m., it was svident that the water hal very laiely fsllen fully a foot,

Faldes” Ferrw.—The ferry on the lower roasd diffoss in loeatlon, &e,, neaterially from
Bt sbwrve. (% Is o direct line 19 mikes sl of G by te wiudings of the river
Shent twiee pn mnehi; o trail leading down from the appes ferry, which is called b
the Menicnms bit 19 niddes,  ‘This ferry, formerly knowis s Myers Ferry, nnl descrife) -
b 1974 et “ dikaphilated affuir,” was purchassd frous Mz, Myer o the spring of 175,
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by Befier Calealonia Valdez, the presnt owner, for 81500  The boat sunk in the follex-
Ing fall, aned lnes ing it was replacod by the present oo, very servioable aod
greatly superior to Bewnrt'n. [t is oot 45 feet long smd 12 in width, osl stragly
cai sl Fcted of sltour tilem. A u-lrﬂ-ugi le-miling bs providel, sl & sl few-loas
is in iow, for n possibile necessity, cerin IIJ;' B wise precmrtion: for the rver in Jum
wiss Lietw 10 fieet I depil and abowt 2540 Feet in width. The cable is frmly leld ipa
stmnng riles sbit m foot in dismeter, with birwy trimngular bmers, flenee pasng
1l;:1.' s ﬂmthh-u o I‘I: Feiir. Thfmm“'h ti!l'i sl rnm.ﬂ-rinﬁ:: uhm
charges nre alont the supens ot Stewarl's ; its capacity greater. oW
that af & sngle crosing they lad carried 300 dn-r:lﬁu harge for e |r'|;F bring
I ivs hsewtfion this ferry leas, furtbermore, sn sdvintsge over its dval Tl me s
here alumit &5 frop below § r-c-r snrface of the plain, aml a8 the el desls
praddoally wed casily, mo pEesible micing of losms enn oeenr. A sliort distee el
t:hr"urih;m' Ilirll'lll'l'l: ﬂlﬁ::‘ll '|-‘h|-l lgla;lﬁuu. wliich increases 'I;i].. drpih ?lﬁ
L Vi wirtical or | wht rp-cdged roek, perfectly bojassalle, usl
veritalde saoene of desalaibon in nature, h" 4

Ta the BRan Aotonie River, ra roale o Conefos from (ke feory, fhe read is o magnid-
eent natarnl ane, fine, lanl, winl level; on the way, apou eitlier side, some P of 1w
pilles off, risa ronmded hills with soslstones st oo which liy e celd, vl
rocka, hlemsedd with bag Wiorbe thinler, gl that bt a peot pilbon, wiih an eeosseal
eedar, the anly kind that will befrieud se dismsal, inlespitalle a sarfice,  Lavs rcks
L mtrewn wlong the bases of the Lills and out over the plidn everyw bene, i0s bol sl
wiclied surfaes relieved only by ae oeensional breeee frem the monntaine b fhe wet.
I'Iu. vegelathon ks E:nd.lmiﬂ.}' aparse, almost nothig save sage-laush sl o few ol
breakiag the monotony. Ko grazing esn lwa anTn'e of twar the ferry, ner o the
lower road Lo any extent bevoil (he enssing of the Trinchers, until the Sau Aptoais
im pepched, “The Intter wes fismed biggh mnd tlo onlinary fond o prasticabe,
mervasi tnbing our crossing s mile lower T

Of the twi rontes fron Garland ta Conejeos, the or Trinchern b povierable,
Itsehicl dissdvantogs s tle inferior eonditioo, inmldi o low appruaches of Sww s
fierry s comapars] widl that of Chaver, the latier ae 3 erossing being greatly prefondle,
The wpper roaite has, lowever, slvantages over the wuk ba ke lol sight
af, whicli are mainly—

Isi. It is consideraldy abarter,
Sl Irs han! surfsco or pstural romd, save a small saody portion, less than lalf o
R e arze. anl sulisdens grazing for lenk eamping places at oo ag
b Wal, water, gL L L st e
faterva's, the l'_"rrm';llﬂ Trimg tiambered with colionweml,

4ih. Excopt the Rio Oraude, but & single sireaw of aoy lmporiance te be oresd,
gl Hio Comejos af the plaza of Conejos (or linﬂdm, while o e lewer rosl e
the Trinehers and Colelos enst of the Rio Grande, the Han Ampomio o ibe wel,
Hy one ronte o 'I:rl'la.lﬂ': is esneniflal for Lhe Conejos, by the other far the passgs o te
Ban Anteuls, At the plazs of Conrjos the river was forinerly posscd by & bridge wbed
was, they there informed me, woaslead oy in 1574, Aljer nnnerss pesedutions (e
replace it, the eitizens have let the mamttor drop, and teams vow find their 9oy oo s
Best they miay. A0 fee owm, fortunately, there is a spob whers tla river birsadris te
over thiree thmes ita nsanl wiilth, so that gonerally o passage may le fomnd,  The nod
Teere i abont 50 yands awd the a bow, s Chat & shight rise in the wster 2
werinlly inereases the dificultics of passsge. A siperior lention may e feasd el b
distant wisd the river bridged ot & cost not exceoding §1,300.

ERRATA.

{Appemlin &8 8 Antvieal Regusrt of the Chief of Engine=rs, 1505 ]

Puaze 1357, line &, for * at Mexiean ® read “at the Mexican,™
Prgge 1757, line 11 P bosttasin, for “Claver's™ pead ** Valdes™"
Pagze 1757, line @ from bettomm, for * pivers™ read © wagons,"
Pugee 1799 line 1, for “ Caledonia ™ read ** Coledonin.”™

Page 139=, line 31, for ¥ Chavez" ead * Valites,”
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